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Banning the use of animals for the training 
of new professionals other than M.Ds and 
veterinarians is going to damage both 
future researchers and animals themselves. 
Let’s consider, for example, biologists, 
zoo-technicians or biotechnologists: they 
will lack the experience required to proper-
ly handle animals, thus damaging their 
well being. 
The ban might even stop the use of dead 
specimens for learning purposes. Should 
this be the case, students won’t have any 
opportunity to learn risky maneuvers, thus 
forcing them and after-grads to go from 
theory to practice without any training.
Moreover, it could strongly affect the com-
petitiveness of Italian future researchers, 
leaving them well behind their foreign col-
leagues and potentially inflicting a fatal 
wound to Italian research. 
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Amendments to the European directive 
2010/63/eu approved by the Italian 
parliament represent a violation of the 
directive itself. According to article 2 of the 
directive, Member States may maintain 
provisions aimed at ensuring more 
extensive protection of animals only if in 
force until November 2010, while 
prohibiting the introduction of  new 
measures.
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xenotransplants1 issue:
st

The directive will ban the breeding of cats, 
dogs and non human Primates for resear-
ch purposes. It will not stop research on 
such animals though, but will indeed force 
Italy to import them. Long journeys are 
one of the worse stress factors for ani-
mals. Accordingly, this will only increase 
animal suffering. If you really want to fight 
for the well being of animals you should 
oppose this.

breeding farms2 issue:
nd

The modified 2010/63/eu directive appro-
ved by the Italian Parliament is going to 
halt xenotransplant research. 
Injecting neoplastic cells in a test animal 
to assess disease progression or to test 
new drugs and their administration proto-
cols, both fundamental steps in oncologic 
research, will become impossible. Research 
on diseases' biological and molecular me-
chanisms and on their possible treatments 
will loose one of its best models.
Another field at risk is that of human tran-
splants. There is a distinctive lack in organ 
donors in Italy. It is estimated that some 
9000 patients are waiting for a new organ. 
The use of animal organ donors, as well 
as the growing of human compatible 
organs on animals, are both being explo-
red to alleviate this problem. Moreover, 
biological valves would become illegal, 
notwithstanding their superiority with 
respect to mechanical valves for patients 
who cannot undergo a continuative antico-
agulant therapy.

mandatory anesthesia3 issue:
rd

Anesthesia during experiments is someti-
mes seen as an expression of loving atti-
tude towards animals and prevention of 
their suffering. In fact, though being an im-
portant measure, it can also carry risks. In 
cats and dogs, for example, anesthesia 
might cause hearing loss and even death 
in as much as 2% of cases. It is quite a 
small percentage, you may say, but should 
anesthesia become mandatory before any 
single procedures, even nearly painless 
ones as taking blood samples, the risk 
would significantly increase. 
Furthermore, anesthesia alters some bio-
chemical signals, especially within the ner-
vous system. This could impair whole 
experiments and, what’s worse, render 
animal sacrifices meaningless.    


